· What is Zydeco Music? 

Zydeco evolved from the music of Creoles, French speaking people of color in Louisiana. In the 30' and 40's, Creole music was very similar to Cajun music. After WWII, Creole music began to take on different influences including blues and rock and roll. While the fiddle is generally absent, Zydeco is usually played with accordoin, electric guitar and bass, drums, and a sometimes even a saxophone. Perhaps the most distinctive instrument of zydeco (besides the accordion) is a corrugated metal rubboard (called a 'frottior'). The first recognized zydeco songs were in the 1950's by Clifton Chenier and Boozoo Chavis. Modern zydeco has evolved to take on many influences including hard rock, rap, reggae, and hip-hop. See also 

· Zydeco

 HYPERLINK "http://www.cajunculture.com/Other/cajun.htm" \o "main"  from Encyclopedia of Cajun Culture 

· Origins of Zydeco and Cajun Music by Tom Dempsey. 

· What is Zydeco from Zydeco-A-Go-Go 

The common explanation for the term Zydeco is that it comes from the Creole saying "Les haricots sont pas salés" meaning "The beans aren't salty". This phrase means something like times are really hard if you don't even have salt for your beans, much less meat in the pot. This phrase has appeared in many Creole songs and is assumed to have been changed slightly to "Zydeco est pas salé" as sung in many of the original zydeco songs. Here's an alternative theory on the origins of the term zydeco just to point out that there's still a lot of debate to issues of origins of terms asn phrases - Did the Attakapas Indians give us the word zydeco?

