John had already put the fire out when the fire brigade arrived.

The pluperfect tense (from Latin: plus quam perfectum more than perfect) is a perfective tense that exists in most Indo-European languages, used to refer to an event that has completed before another past action.

Examples from various languages

In the English language, the pluperfect tense is often called the past perfect. It is formed by combining the past tense of the auxiliary verb have with the past participle . Other languages like Latin have special verb forms for the pluperfect tense and do not need to use auxiliary verbs. Thus the Latin equivalent of he had seen is viderat. However, most modern European languages combine auxiliary verbs and past participles:

In French, the pluperfect (plus que parfait) is formed from the imperfect tense of the appropriate auxiliary verb (être or avoir) plus the past participle. For example, Jean avait déjà éteint l'incendie quand les pompiers sont arrivés. (John had already put the fire out when the fire brigade arrived.)





