The Euro

Taken from: http://www.infoeuro.tk/
European Union:
The 25 countries of the EU: The Netherlands, Germany, France, Austria, Luxembourg, Ireland, Portugal, Italy, Belgium, Finland, Spain, Denmark, Greece, Great-Britain, Sweden, Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Slovakia, Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania, Slovenia, Malta and Cyprus.

12 Stars for 25 States in the flag of European Union:
Here are some reasons why in the flag of EU the number of stars did not become 25 when the States became 25. The 12 stars do not represent 12 countries, but rather 12 as some kind of representation of perfection / unity. One cannot make comparisons with the US flag as the cultural and historical environment is very different (and flags do reflect these conditions). 

Economic & Monetary Union:
The 12 EMU countries: The Netherlands, Germany, France, Austria, Luxembourg, Ireland, Portugal, Italy, Belgium, Finland, Spain and Greece
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The EMU explained:
The EMU-countries have adopted a new single currency since 1999-2002. The euro (symbol: € or EUR)

Banknote design information:
All seven denominations as drawn by Mr. Robert Kalina, are typical of the different European artistic periods:
    5 euro     Classical
  10 euro     Romanesque
  20 euro     Gothic
  50 euro     Renaissance
100 euro     Baroque and Rococo
200 euro     Iron and glass architecture
500 euro     Modern 20th century architecture

They do not represent any existing monuments. 
Windows and gateways dominate the front side of each banknote as symbols of the spirit of openness and cooperation in the EU. 
The reverse side of each banknote features a bridge from a particular age, a metaphor for communication among the people of Europe and between Europe and the rest of the world. These are not real bridges.

Other elements of the designs include:

  The flag of the European Union 

  The name of the currency in the Roman and Greek alphabets 

  The initials of the European Central Bank in their official language variants 

  The copyright (©) symbol to indicate the copyright protection

  The signature of the President of the ECB.

Coin design information:

They have a National and European side.
Common European side:
The European side of the coins was designed by Luc Luycx of the Royal Belgian Mint and depicts a map of the European Union against a background of parallel lines linking the 12 stars of the European Union flag.
These designs show variations of the map of Europe. After the EU-expansion the maps not showing the new members will be replaced by a new common European side.

The 1 and 2 euro coins show a united Europe without frontiers. 
The 10, 20 and 50 cent coins depict Europe as a group of individual nations. 
The 1, 2 and 5 cent coins show Europe’s place in the world.

France
1 and 2 euro coins: A tree appears on these coins, symbolising life, continuity and growth. It is contained in a hexagon and is surrounded by the motto of the Republic "Liberté, Egalité, Fraternité".

10, 20 and 50 cent coins: The theme of the sower is a constant in the history of the French franc. "This modern, timeless graphic represents France, which stays true to itself, whilst integrating into Europe".

1, 2 and 5 cent coins: This shows a young, feminine Marianne with determined features that embody the desire for a sound and lasting Europe. 
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